—— 


SERMON 


Preached before His GRACE the 


[Kings Commiſſioner, 


And the Three 


ESTATES. 


PARLIAMENT, 


May the 25th, 1690. 


— 


By G11ytrT RuLE Miniſterof the Goſpel at Edinburgh. 


—m— 
— — 


y EDINBURGH, 

Printed atthe Society of Stationers Printing-houſe ir 
Harts-Choſe, over-againſt the T rone-Church, for 
George Moſman Bookſeller at his S hop on the South: 
ſide of the 'Parliament-Cloſe, 1690. 


[ 
.E_  — mans 


at < 


——— 
em 


—_ 


. Mi wt — CN  ——_—SP —_ _ 


RE CO OO WO IE "EE 


WNT was not Choice, but the Appointment of 
| E the General Meeting of the Presbyterian 
STE: Miniſters, which made me ( withmuch 
Reluftancy ) to appear before ſo Great 
and Diſcerning an Auditory : I was led 
> to the Subjett bere treated of, by obſery- 
ing-that the Affairs of this Church,axd 
| its Settlement, after a long time where 
things hath been uot of Courſe mm 1t, were under the Parlia- 


the Religrous regard, that the High, and Honourable Court of 
Parliament have ſhewed tothe Mountain of the Lords Houſe, 
above other Mountains, / which they truly are, and ought to 

be concerned about.) i the great /lep towards the 
thereof, that they made by their Vote 28th. Inſtant, Settling 
the Proteſtant Religion, and the Presbyterian Church Go- 
vernment; aud therr proceeding to conſider the other things 
needful, for promoting Religion in this Church, and _ 
A 2 as 


TO THE READER. 
T hat the Lord may help them m_ 00n 45 they bave begun, and 
hitherto afted, and reward t bem or or thetr Good Deeds to- 
ward his Houſe, and that be may bleſs what here followeth, 


for Soul advantage to them whoread it, u the earnef? Prayer 
Thine, and the Church's Seryant 
G. R. 


of 


Edinburgh May 
zo7b. 1690. 


; 


Mount Zion ©{ that 15 one ofthe two tops of it, called _— 
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Iſaiah. 2. Chap. 2 ver. 

And it ſhall come to paſs m the laſt dayes, that the Mountain 
of the Lords houſe jhall eſtabliſhed in the top of the Moun- 
tans, and ſhall be exalted above the Hills: And all Na- 
tions ſhall flow unto it. 


W927 Eligion, and the Church (which is the Chicte 

E2 mcan of propopatiap it inthe World) is the 
d molt contemptible thing co many men,' har 
can be, and that which moſt men are lcaſt 
concerned about. But as it alwayes ought to 


yo Jas 
© be otherwayes, ſo the Lord here promileth, 


wk that there ſhall be a time when ir ſhall be 


moreregarded.Thig promiſe was made to theChurch belore the 
Captivityin Babylon, thatit might be aſupportto the Faithful 
in that dark Hour: And itis repeated Mzcha. 4. and rt. AS 
that which was needful, and yet hardto be belceived. We are 
here to conſider, Firſt, the certainty of the event, /r bal? 
come to paſs, Or be; Whatever unlikelyhood, orletts, may be 
in the way, God hath ſafdir. Secondly, the time of it, 7he la/? 
dayes, the dayes of the Goſpel: Or when God hath exerciſed 
his People withTryal,he will at laſt put an end to their trouble, 
and bring this about for their comfort. Thndly, The ſubject 
ſpoken of, the Mountain of the Lords Houſe. By this, no 
doubt, is meant the Church, or the Religious intereſt of Men - 
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(2 
Moreah, where the Temple was built) was a name ordinariely 
giventothe Church ot God: And from the Diale® of the old 
Teltament,it is transfcrredto the new Teſtament. Wheretor,by 
the Mountain of the Houſe of the Lord, is mcant the Church: 
It is ſhe, lis the Religion owned and profeſſed in her, and 
Gods ordinances whereby ſhe is diſtinguiihed trom orherSocie. 
tics, thatis here promiled to be exalred. fo high. The Church 
or the concernments ofReligion may well be called a Mountain, 
both from her Eminency, and alſo from herſtability. Fourthly, 
two things arc faid ofthis Mounrain. her preference to other 
things, and her increaſe are both aſſerred For theformerit 
isto be conſidered, Fir, abſolutely,that ſhe ſhall be Eſtabliſhed 

1122 ſignificth both preparation and fixednels: And indeed 

hath agreat &mphaſisin this place The Church ſhall bepre- 

pared: That is Men ſhall uſe the greateſt application, the 

orcateſt Care, the greateſt Warineſs, Conſideration, and 

Zeal ; they ſhall imploy all cheir Wit. alltheir Actwity and 

Care: Andnotonly fo, burthe Lord will imploy his infinite 

Wiſdom and Goodnels, for her being ſetled onlaſting Founda- 
tions: Raſhneſs, Headineſs, Indifterency, a1d worldly De- 
ſizns, are nor liketo make good work when Men areabow 
ſettling the Church. It will make anill contrived buildingthat 
will not and long The Church (ſaith: the Lext. alſo ) ball 
be Eftabliſhed That is fixed, made impregnable, ſo as the 
Malice and open cnmity of Enemies, northe treachery of falſe 
Friends thall not be able to brangle her Canſtitution,. Andihea 
Lord will make her firm on theRock.chatzhe (atas of dell hal} 
not prevaile agamf? her. 1t is alſo ſaid that the ſbul{ be exalted, 
or be. made great and glorious. Godwill put a Luſtre on Her. 

And men \ when the Lord poureth out the Spirit onthem that. 
ſcemerh tobe promiſed in the Text ) will contribute whac they 
canto promote her Fpicitual Glory. 2/y, Comparatively. The 
Church muſtbe frxed and exalred above the Mountains and 
Hz//s,- That is, preterred to all the other Intereſts of Men, 
hows- 


F:3/ 
however great they he inthe Eyes of the World, the'Lord will 
make Her more Glorious then any 'other Socicty or falſe 
Church: And men will ( when this promiſeis tullfiled) pre. 
fer Her Intereſt to all that can be dear to them, or great in their 
Eyes. The other thing that is ſaid of the Church is, that all 
Nations ſhall flow to Her,when God thallthusexalt Her, and 
when men ſhall thus ſhew their zeal for Her, many will come to 
Her, joyn wirh Her, ſubmit to Her, irwill be a Terrour to 
Enemies and an al|urement to Strangers, 

Diverſe practical and important Truths might be obſerved 
from this Text: But 1 pitch upon this one, as of great uſe and 
—_— to be confidered by this Audience at this time, fo wit, 
T 6d will, and © Men ought to prefer the Intereſt of the 
Churth awdReligion, to all other Concernments what ſocver. 

Let us (tor our more diltin& procedure) conſider Firf, 
Whar this Religious Intereſt is, and what are the orcat things 
ro which ir muſt be preferred. Secondly, How God will pre- 
ferit. Thwdly, How men ſhould do it, Fowurthly, Why it 
ſhould befo. 

For the Fer, we muſt conſider that Chriſt is a King, P/a/. 

. 2.v.6. Andthough his Kingdom be not of this World, Jo. 18. 

36. Yet icisinthis World: And his Royal Power is exctciled 
viſibly among Men. Math 28. 19, zo, with ther18. And that 
as diſtinguiſhed trom (though no way oppoſite to, and farluſs 

. incorfiflenc with ) the Kingdoms ot men. 1f it be managed 

according to his Laws, it doth not rend to depreſs, bur toexalt 

mens greatneſs ; neither can it otherwayes curbtheir Exceſles, 
then by holding forth his Law, u hich ſerreth bounds to all the 

AQtions of Men with reſpect co the moral good or evil thar 
may be inthem :: Now this glorious King mult have a people 
{ for here it muſt not be queſtioned, Thar the people are tor 
the King, and not he for them, 7/2. 43. 1,7,21) There mult 
be a Seed to ſerve him, P/al. 22.30. P/al. 2.8. Thar the 
Dodrine that he hath raught be owned and believed. hy 
\C 
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(4) 
he bs Worſhipedin the right Management of his Ordinances : 
That his Laws be declared, ſubmitted to, and obeyed: That 
the gavernment and order of his Houſe be obſerved, as he hath 
held it forth and injoyned it: And all this for the promoting 
of Holineſs, reſtraining of Sin, and the Salvation of Men. 
This, 1 ſay, is that Mountain ; that great Concernment, rhat 
the Lord doth, and Men ſhould prefer before all things elfe. 
There arc indecd other Mountains ; things that are great and 
Momentous in the Eyes of Men, which may andought, in 
their own place, to havea due regard. But muſt no wayes vie 
with the Mountain of the Lords Houſe, with the great things 
that concern the Church and Religion. The greatnefs and 
Pretogatives of Kings ; the Eſtabliſhment of Earthly Throns ; 
and che Liberties and Priviledges of Beople, the ſecurity and 
ſafery of the preſent Government an4 Conſtitution of a Nation, 
the advancement of Trade and enriching of a Nation : Theſe 
are great things, and by all goo4 means mult be ſecured, fo 
far as Mencando it: Yer none of theſe ſeparacely, nor all of 
them in Conjunttion, arc of ſo mach value, as that they ſhould 
be preferred to this Mountain thatthe text ſpeakerh of: Burit 
muſt beſet aboye them a!l. Ir is rrue there is ſuch a ConneQi- 
on bctwixt this Mountain and ſome of theſe Mountains, that 
the one cannot be ſafe, if the other be Ruined: And theretore, 
cyen for its ſafety they are to be RK2garded ( of which more 
afrer ) But when this Spiric, thatis hzre promiſed , is poured 
out on Men, theſe will be mind:d but in che ſecond place. 

2ly lamto ſhew how the Lord doth, 'and will preferre the 
Mountaine of his Houſe, the inzere t of Religion, to all ocher 
Mountains, ot intereſts, that are great inche Eſteem of Men. 
This will appeare if we conſider, Firſt, whac is poſitively declar- 
ed in the Scriprure of his ſpecial ceſp2. t co his Church, and her 
Religious concernments, aHove all cne other interelts, not onl 
of cthereſt of the world, but even ot his 04n People. A notable 


place to this purpoſe is P/a/, 87, Waecre Gods eſtcem ot his 
p Chutch 


(5, 
Church is purpoſely inſiſted on? Iris Hre Foundation: Ttis indeed 
the ground of all his Difpenfations ro men; with refpc roit is 
all che conduct of providence. And then, Fe /averh it betrer then 
all the qwellings of Jacob, neither the Kings palace, not the Stare- 
ly buildings of the Nobles , none of the Civil, Publick, or!Privare, 
concernments of his | eople,” 61d beare lomuchbulk in his F ye ; 
yea ſuch Glorious thmgs are ſpoken, ( by the Lordin his Word ) 
ot the Church, as of noother thing «n Earth. ' And the Lord rec- 


konerh thehonour of men nor by rheir nc ble Blood, but bytheir' 
relation to his Church, and concern in:Religionver/e 4th? Fgype: 
( under the name of Rahbab) and Baby/on, werethen the moſt 


* flouriſhing Kingdoms in the World: Bur it wasa greater honour 
to be of poor 1/rae/then ot any of theſe: A well retormed Church 
is agreatcr Glory with God, then a flouriſhing Kingdom: . Yea 
the warlike #4. liſ/imes,” the Rich trading Zyre., the anciehe 
e Afthrupia, were nothing to him, in compariſon of poor Judea: 
Becauſe Gods ordinances'were there: ye ſhall pleafe Ged better" 
and do him berrer ſervice,it ye make poor Scorland a wellrtorm-: 
ed Church, thanit ye could make herricher; more | oOterit, -and* 
ſplendidthan any of her Neighbour Nations! Itis Religion rhe 
maketh People truely Honourable, fer'it isthar v hich makerh 
them precious in Gods ſight H/arah. 43 :4, Nothing doth fo! 


rryely,and in the eſtcem of God, and good Men, ſo cxalt a Prapley- 
as/the Truth, the Putity, and the Powerof Religion lomilbing! 


among them, 10th GI 140H112b oi 2 onelnt 

ly. The Lords ſpecial reſpe&r6 mens Religioul ahe vetheir! 
other Intereſts, willappeate,-if we conſider what he hath tonc'tor 
hisCuhrch. The greateſt "Manifeſtations of God arid' orhi>'At- 


tributes that ever the World-was witncſs20; Thewaft Gloria us: 


things of his word, - and the; moſt eminent of his Works) 'alve; 

all had a ſpecial reſpet to'the Church, and the rue Religion. 

His chufing and purchaſinga Church to himſclie 'was aGlorious 

paſſage : And that bothhis ſerring up the! Jewiſh Chugch, '2/ras. 

4: 34+ Or bathGod at” go and take him Rs "1 
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themidf-of avothtr Nation,' by Temptatimns, by Signs, and by 
Wonders, and by War, and by a mighty Hand, and by a ſtretched 
out Arms, aud bygreat Terrours, according to all that the Lord 
vour God did for you im Egypt, before your Eyes?! And 
yet moye in greing, the Goſpel: Church: - The eternal Son of 
God became a man, and aid down his Life for this end Te. 
2, 14. His preſerving and mantaining his Church is a Tract 
of Wonders, interlaced with Miracles. For the Churches Em- 
blem is a Buſh burning and yet wat conſumed Exod. 3. 2. We | 
may, with pood warcand, fay, that the whole conduct of Proyi- 
dence is managed withan Eyerto the Church and Religion; which 
cannot be ſaid of any other intereſt inthe World Hence Chrilt is 
not only head of his Church to rule her ; but hcad over a//rhings 
Fer her behove £ph.1-:2.2, He made the World that he might have: 
aPcople ta ſerve-him on Earth, ang to: praiſe him for ever in- 
Heaven. I/#zah 45. 18, 19. He made all the intereſts of the 
Nations of the Watld, in his fettling of. them, ſubordinate to hig 
deſigns for his Chuxch. Devt. 32. 8 9. /hen the moſt highgi- 
Uded to the Nations thern twheritance, when hg feparaigd the 
Sorrof Adam, bt /et the. brrndr' of the People acrarding ta the: 
number the (hilfrenaflfrael . For the Lords.'Portion is bu 
People : Jacob us the lot of hu mberitance Sothe belt Interpreters 
apply that text. The greateſt revolutions that the World hath 
ſeen, have hadreſpett tochisintereſt,. inthe defign of Codz An 
inſtance is in deſtroying the Chaldean and ſetting upthe Perſian 
Monarchy, Waiah.' 43 14. 7 hria/au/the Lord your Redeemer, 
the Haly One of Iſrael, for your fake 1 bave fort to Bahylon, aud 
have brought down all, ther Nobles, and the Chaldeans, whoſe 
cry 41-1 #he (bips, Theone perſecued the people of God, Itis 
pulleil dows :/ and the others ſet wpro rcheve.them,. So Cyrus 
got the Crown anthceir Account, Iſaiah 45; the x: 2:4: 4. Thus 
ſaith the Lord #2his animated , to Cyrus whale raghe hand | 
hawe holden. 40 ſulbdus Notions before hits: 14 ud I wu lenfe the 
lanes of kane torofontoſare buy the: two Laagadeatetang the . 
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gates ſhalludt be ſhut. I willgo before thee, and make the creoked 
paces ftrargh! : 1 will breake mpreces the gates of Braſs, and 
cit mguuder the Bars of Iron And [ will groe thee the Treaſures 
of Dur kne/s, and hidden Riches of ſecret places, that thou may- 
ettk ww, that | the Lord, which call thee by thy Name, _ 
God of lſrael. For Jacob my ſervants ſake, and iſrael mize Ebel 
I have even called thee by thy Name: ] have ſurnamed thee, 
though thou baſt not kuown-me. Though the World dig.nat ſo 
conltcuct theſe events. | Wy (©! "Gat by 

;ly. The ſame is clear by what he hath promiſed to. da for 
his People: as in the Text : And 1/aiab 54.1 &c. Dan: 2. 
Math. 16. 18, Thelike promiſes no Statc, Kingdom, Family. 
nor intereſt in the. World can jay * I Pha 

I proceed tothe third thingaboye mentioned;to ſhew how men 

(even all menin their ſeveral Capagitics) ſhould imitate Gad 
in this; and: contribute cheir endeavours to advance Religion 
aboye all rhings rhat are great or precious in the Eyes of the 
World. And leſt mnpiiboplh mjlcgke, the, tendency otr/ys dil- 

courſe; I-ſhallſhew what is notco be expected of them who have 
true zeal for Religion, which poſkiblly ſome may look on as an ad- 

vancement of irs intereſt, As Frft,itis not advancing of Church- 

Men unto woaly dignities or power ; We plead not for a Pg- 

pacy, ro be Cardimalrar Hrelats: Neither do we think it any 

Lragcentecitee the-Clivech,, that, ber, Miniſters have a ſhare in 

. theCivilGoveramento, As Chriſts NIngoge is peyer of this 

World, ſo its dignity and advancement lyeth in nothing, that is 

Worldly : Nothing buta Worldly Spirit, and a falſe 1ea of Rui 

ligion, could make Menthink Ny ASAT iOrhs Church, 
or itis rruely adepreſſanot Her z and purteth that as agiadem 

- upon Her head, which the Scripture places under Her feet, Rev. 

12. 1. HerGlory is the Sun, Cheſt; and therwelveStars; che 

Light of apoltolick Do&trine; Notthe Moon, this inferior and 

changeable World. * ': 9 
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' Neither lyeth the Churches advancement in Spiritual, or Bc- 
-clefaſtical Domination, tobe Lords over Gods Herirage,: or 
"Mafters of Peoples Fairh. 2. Cor. © 1.' 2.4, Not for that we haye 
on voer your Faith,” but are helpers of your joy: for hy 
wth ye tahd, 1. Pet. 5,” 3. Neither as being Lords over Gods 
Fare But being examples to the fibck, 2, Cor. 4. 5 For 
= Preach not our Schves, but Chriſt Jeſus 1he Lord, aud 
bat Sefves your Servants for Jeſus fake.. . We pretend not 
ake. Church Laiys, But ro declare:'theſe which Cheiſt 
ot Le, atid"eo impoſe''rhim { not' what we think fir) by 
;His Authority , and to Cenfure ſuch as will not obey his Laws; 
"fot as we will, Burashe Kath zppointed.' Weſecrup no Imper iz 
.buta MimfFeriwm: leis rruciitilts lecryantsaze 
Gees | ith his Auth6tiry {/ahd' men fhevld [advance the 
by — them-thefrbe exerciſe of it) to declarg the 
Done Chriſt, * afid corequire 6bedience rothem :, And all men 
Fox! the higheſt She thwen 6ughr tobringrheir Necks undec 
_— jo, IE Shae from Claſhing with , or dimigith- 
rv /\drevſtuining rhe Exereiſc ot ite Be- 
maſt obs te OheRs; itdrhar Erids; and in their 
bot ph: Exzteiſe Bur timedothnor permitto enlarge, on this. 
N:fther doe we plead to beadyanced roan exemprion- {rom the 
Cab ant ITTESE gHE Mag (ftrite;as fome.athers do, ,-.., 
Loolh hr && be .bdvahond w-aborkdly, Pomap. and 
WK rd La forth Chnrdh! be fo de prefied,»as that. her Minj- 
ſters be under anxivus Fenty t uy hindereth minding their 
Work.or ave anneſs ; thartrhe world be not tempted 
To ily thomb theft wok tr! And we have anough: |. ;., 
My Neu: the Chirelpreſerted, nor Religjon comotts, 
by erting vp a Pofpouy, \Gawdy/ Theatrical, kind-of Worſhip: 
by ptcrending ro adorn rt! by- mades: and Religious Rites chat 
72 Oovni iiſtrutsd! Her preateſt Beauty and viſible Luſtre 
is Goſpel ſimplicity. So faras we g5 from, Apoltahck Purity, 
ſo far we depreſs Religion, and deform the Beautitul face of 


F 


Chriſts comely Spouſe, © *! Let 
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Let us then conſider poſitively, how men ſhould ſer the Mor 
tain of the Lords Houſe upon tbe top of the Mountains : What way 
they muſt prefer Religion to other Concernments. Firſt, they 
muſt Labour coſecure that Interc{t : Not toleaveir at unecrtain- 
ty. lrhey be Careful (as wiſe men will) ro make ſure Work 
about thcir worldly Affairs. wherher publick or private ; much 
more 1hould that Care be uſed in this Caſe. And tor this end, 
they ſhould be careful to build upon a good Foundation : Apoſto- 
lick Doctrine, as-it holdeth forth Chriſt in all his Offices ; and 
particularly, his Kingly Office, is the.only Foundationfor Church 
work, Fph 2 20,21,22. And are built upon the foundation of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chrift himſelf being the chief 
corner-/toue. In whom all the. buytding fitly framed together, 
ghoweth anto an baly feruple zn the Lord. / In whom you al/o are 
hilded together for aw habitation of God through the Spirit. Mens 


. Devices and mens Politicks, lay no ſure ground for the Church. 


Care is allo to be taken, that nothing may be laid on this Foun- 
dation, but what is ſuteabJe toit ;- Let all things be done for 7he 
Houſ# of the God of Heaven, aterding to hrs will: Even a 
Heathen knew thjs ro be Duty, #24 7.2; Seer Cor. 9.10, 
x1. Likewiſe, men ſhould be ſure, That they build upon this 
Foundation, and not att by Gueſs, in this matter: And they 
fhould build firongly ; that neither open k.nemics may batter, 
nor falſe Friends undecmine_ this Building, Let Laws: about 


- Chirſts' matters be well. digeſted, and wiſely conſidered, and 


fixed with all Care. 

2.4ly. Let Chrilts C hurch enjoy all the Priviledges that he has 
granted her. 1{ men with-hold any one of them, they donor ad- 
yance the Mount aiv of the houſe of the Lor das they thould. Sound 
Doctrine, Purc Ordinances, a Godly Miniſtry, a' Governmeat 
drawn from Chrilts Inſticurion, and Apoſtolick practice, and 
that tendch' to advance Holineſs: That it be managed by its 
Frignds, and notty them thay would Supplaneit ; that they may 
Aflemble asof5a5j8 neediul tor this cndz'Fhat Church Officens 
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( 10 ) 
be /rokt out, and choſen by the People of God, and not Impt/ſed 
on them by Meas will, A#Zs 6. 3 That the Fountains out of which 
a godly Seed for the Church may liTuc, be keptpure : That Diſc 
pline may be duely Exerciſed: And whatever lets ro Religion, 
andinaresto the Serious Godly, men have tramcd into Laws, 
may be removed. This would c-nduce much tothe Advance- 
ment of the Church. And it any ot theſe be neglected, She is not 
ſet on the top of rhe Mountains, but ſomewhat clfe preferred ro 
Her. Half Reformatrons ate often condemned, when eh h1gh 
places wer: not removed, thongh many things were com- 
mendably Reformed. there is alwayes a mark ſet on that Refor- 
mation as Sinfully defective. 

zaly. Thepromoting of Holineſs is one chief way of advanc- 
ing Religion, and making the Church Glorious. Holineſs is Hec 
Beauty and Copgniſance, P/al gz. 5 Ezet. 43.12. Ler Laws be 
made and executed, forreſtraining the horrid Immoralities that 
have defaced the Church ; and for encouraging true Piery. 

4ly. Letno Intereſt be preferred ro, or come in competition 
with, the concernment of Religion. As it cannever Claſh with 
any ot the true Incereſts of Men: So where itgs ſo apprehended, 
that men think, that cither ir, or they mult ſuffer incoaveniency 5 

{erit alwayes have the preference, as being ot moſt value, andon 
account that due regardroit, is the way to engage the Lord to 
take care of mens other Intereſts, even when they ſeem robe in 
hazard: Sce for this Exod. ;4 24. For { will caft out the Nati. 
ons before T hee, and enlarge thy Borders ; neither ſhall any man 
defire thy Land, when thou ſhalt go up to appear before the Lord 
thy God, thre mn the year. This ſhould be minded mainly, 
with che greateſt zeal, with the greareſt tendernefs, leſt any 
wrong ſtep be made about it. Anerror about other matters ſhould 
be look'd on as of leſs moment, and leſs dangerous conſequence. 
If any thing muſt run a venture, lerir not be Chriſts Intereſt. 

5*hly. Iebelongeth to this preference. rhat Religion ſhould 
have, that it be poſtponed to no other concernment. As we are 
ro 
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to /eeh the Kingdom of God firſt, with reſpect to our own Souls, 
Matth 6. ;;. Somuſt we uſe the ſame Condutt with refpet to 
the publick and more general advancement of that Kingdom : 
This is to be underſtood, whentlic time of conſidering this Aﬀtair, 
may importeither its eſteem, its falety, or any other adyantage 
toit. Then all things ſhould yeildto it, even in that circum- 
ſtance. Let it not be thought (when we thus plead) that they 
who do moſt concern themſelves inthe Church, are cither Impa- 
tient under neceſſary delayes, or would preſcribe rothem whom 
the Lord hath entruſted as the Nurſing Fathers of the Church: 
They can with confidence Truſt this to the Wiſdom of ſuch Wor- 
thy Patricrs : But we are confident that zeal for the Chucch, the 
conſideration ot het preſent Conſuſions, and regard to the Souls 
of Men, will ſuggeſt this to them. If David was allowed ro 
plead with God (as P/al 70. 1. 5.) That the Lord would make 
haſt to deliver and help him, and that he would make notarrymy * 
I hope we ſhall not be blamed if we fo plead witi men. 

6thly. They that are truly zcalous for advancing the Intcicſt 
af the Church and Religion, will alſo be carctul that the Sctatc 
be well ſertled. Thereis a conneQtion betwixt theſe two, as bc- 

rweenthe Soul and Body : Thc illncſ3 of the one aftecteth the 0- 
ther, . It the Government be not ſupported, if that Eſtabliſhment 
of it thatis Fricnd!y to Religion be not ſecorcd, it ir be in the 
hangs of cither open; Encmics, or falſe Friends to Truth, and to 

.the right waygs of God, the Church cannot be fate It is true 
the Lord can ſupport her (and hath done it) amidſt her moſt 
Bloody Foes: But a Godly Magiltracy is the ordinary mcans 
tor that end. hey arc Nutfing Fathers, Chriſt hath commir- 
redthe.care oſhis Spouſe ( as to.gxternals ) to them;; And this 
Truſt ke Fai well perform, if they ler the Houſego to ruing 
over Her head. Wherefore it menwill cftabliſhthe Mounta:n of 
the Houſe of God above other Mountains, They will alſo be ducly 
careful of the Intereſt of the Nazion,| and thac for the Churches 
fake, forthe ſake of the Proteſtant Relignmhere, and cliewhere, 
@xcllas fortheir own ſakes. The 
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The fourth thing propoſed to be. Niſcourſed, is to give the 
Reaſons why the Intereſt of Religion ſhould: be fo minded, and 
that with preference to all other Intercſts. Imay confidently 
affirm, that tew Reaſons will be needful to perſwade chem of this, 
and to incline them toir, whoinJced underſtand whar Religion 
Is, and who aretruely concerned init. But that I may give you 
a few hints ro this purpoſe. Conſider Firſt, The advancement 
of Religion is that whereby God is more honoured then by any 
other way. TheRiches, Power, Splendor of his People. or 
of 'a Nation, or of great Ones, doth not ſo nach honovr him, 
as this doth : N-ither doth their meaneſs and contempt, and low. 
condition in the World, ſo diſhonour him, as abounding Sh, 
Idolatry, Superſticion, Church Contuſion, or other ſinful courſes 
do, ſee P/al 48 1, 2, 3. Great is the Lord, andgreatly tobe 
praiſed in the City of our God, in the Mountain of his Holineſs, 
Beantiful for Situation, the joy of the whole earth 1s Mount Zion, 
on the ſides of the North, the City of the great Kimg: God is 
known in her palaces fir a refuge. Chriſt is King of Kinzs and 
therefore his intereſt is to be preterred to that of all the great men 
on Earth. 

2ly. The Salvation of men is nearly concerned in this, the 
advancement of other intereſts may be conducive to their riches, 
power and Worldly greatneſs : But this is the mean to ſave their 
Souls. The ſoundneſs of Doftrine, the purity and livelineſs of 
Ordinances, yea the order of the Church of God, is of great uſe 
for this end : Even that tendeth to preſerve the truth and ordi- 
nances of God: To cutb vice, andro engage menin the wayes 
of God ; And thetcfore they who deſire to be hoty or to ſee ho. 
lineſs promoted among men, cannot bur think icot high concern- 
ment thar the Church be well ſetled. It then ye haye any regard 
ro your own immortal Souls, If ye yalue the Souls of People more 
then your Worldly concernments, make it your care to adyance 
Religion rather then any other intereſt. 
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- 3ty, TrueRcligion, and the flouriſhing of it among a people is 
the greateſt Glory 0ba Nation Thepooreſt & Ks Ae 
People may, by this mcans, have Their copy ion .adyanced in 
the fight of God, andin the eſteem otall good. men; Yea olten 
in the. Eycs of them that are, but: moral andintelligent; though 
Enemies, Deut 4 6.7,8 v. 6 Keep therefore aud de thimY rr ths 
is your Wifdom.and your under /{anding tn the [ight of th! Nations, 
which ſhall hear all theſe $tatuts, apd av.. furgly thya Natwn is 
a wiſe and uwrder [{auding Peeple v7, For what Natianss tbere {a 


great, who bath God ſomgh unto them as the Lord owr G 1m a7 \ 


\things that we cail upon him for? v 8. And what Nation is there 
fogreat,thet hath (fatutes and m7, ray s fa righiteous gs all thus 
Law; which 1 ſet before you this Day, And not, aoly fas buejy 
Is the way-i0 bring down National blah ngs. 48 the neglect of ; 
ligion/ bringeth National Curſes and Ruine, As may be; oblerved 
inthe whole curcent ofthe Writings of the Prophets, andinthe 
Hiſtory of the Judges and Kings of Iſrael and Judah. It yewill 
ſer Chciſt on high in.chis poor C 

Nation on high: 'Scor/ang bath in former times been renowned 
and eſteemed among; the Churches of the Reformation, upon 
this account, It may he anhonourin after ages to your Poſterity, 
that ſuch a man was aQiveand Faithfu] inthat happy Pacliamen 
thar ſettled; Religion and the Churgh, when had bara ESTs 


\" ply Yearhisisthe way to ſecure us that we need not ſear our 
Enemies, orchemthax are unfriends to eur way : But rather 
ſhall be feared by them. Rehgion wellſertled ang flouriſhing in a 
Nacins, ,wilkrender it more formidable, then ſtrong, Armies or, 
Navies could do, Gods preſence among a Paopla 6: that 15 
beſt abtained by the' advancement. of Religion am | 


Q them _/ 
aſethrco triketerrorinto the minds of their rollers; vg 
tnd the'P hibſtings wurregafr aid for they [aid God 11 comet athe 
Cain: And they aid 10 untqw for them hath ngt ben thn 
berviefore, Wau whe foal delrirr 1s 0ut of haugs o/ 


urch, he willſer ſhe Churchand. 
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theſe mightyGhts. Thee rt the Godt that mote the Egyyiia 
nar Hr: the Dk i iht+—rart ty 48. 4.5.6. Nap 
b the Ringy were affembled,' they paſſed by gether, they [aw it, 
and fo they marvelled They Were troubled, and' batted atoay* 
Fear took hold upon them ani pain as of a Woman i Travel. 
Canr. 6, 4 -.- Terrible as an Army with Banners. 

And now to conclude with a few words for applying of whar 
hath beenfaid: Yeſee what the Lord giveth us hope that he will 
do for his'Church: Yeſec what he calleth you in\your preſentSta- 
tion, and in the high truſt that God and the Nation have repoſe 
in you, todo for Religion. Thar ye ſhould be careful to fer #h1s 
Mount ary on the of of the Mountains, and advance # above the 
Hzf/r. Wherefore let me beferch you, and obteſt youin the Lord, 
that ye would bring home a} that hath been ſaid; *ro/ your own 
pratice, in thel# rhree things: Firſk beware of being deſeRive'in 
this, either by luke gain @ _ and indifferency, or by'pre- 
ferring any thing clſc to the well being of Religion : Beware of 


vetting it tor a Wortdly: intereſt! cirhjer pUblick,'or privare; 
and ſelfi > $oek rv rs ro Petar e yr; /\oritputhe+ 
ance of private Piques.Let all Chrifts {riends lay by rheir animoſis 
ties, that they may ſecur@ att prombte his-wmereſts. Religion 
makerh af are jn'our account; Afir cannot thus-far influ- 
ents. Bewart alſo'bf tnfnity; and Ml deſigns againſtrhatwhicl 
the Lord will thus advance: Forit will prove a Burden/ſonwftous 
roany who fo defigne or endeavour. 'Zuf7: "14. 3," And @ Cup of 
Tremblizgtothem, Verſe. 2. How rhis'texrfurerh with a Maxim 
chat ſome men advance; that rhe Goyernmenc/ of the Church 
ſhbuld be'modelted as is moſt ſurabletovhiic ofchoſtare, . kerany 
Judge: For this were to fetrhemoſelilgofthis World above;end 
onthe rop-of the 'Mopntain of the Lordobloufe: © lewasmnotla 
underrheold Teſtament: Fot the Govettiinem vfchorSrave was 
ofren changed, butthar ofthe Thurch\xomainedrho-ſaine- Arid 
if this were alwayes obſtrveg, 'Popyty"buhovedhnbrunderdio- 
1archy: Epi/fopacy or eden fnfiarory 680d. 

fl 
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Independency, 'with Democracy, 'WhichTthinknone will ——_ 
2y.Lctthis encourage every one to ventute, andAct for Religion: 
The text teHleth us,thar intereſt will be uppermoſt. If we believe 
this, it wiltinſpirc us with courage and zeal:- Gods hand is atthis 
work. and therefore men may be encouraged, with the greateft 


refolution, to = their hand toirt. Hag: 2:' 4, Tet nowbe' (irong, 


O Zerubbabel, /aith the Lord; and- be firong O'Joſliuah Sou 


of Joledech,rhe high Prief? and be f{vong all ye people of the Land, 
ſatth rhe Lord, | nd work, for: Laws with :you, | ſaith 'the Lord 
of Hof{s. Moſt ot the Propheſies of Zechariabrate(ioichisopurs ; 


poſe Sce Chap: 8:9: 13. 

3.Ler this engage you to contribute all your endeavours to pro> 
mote the Intereſt ot Religion ; ger your heart engaged toir, and 
then your hand will not be wanting: Love the Truths and wayes 
of God; andlabourtoget your Hearrs bent-for Holineſs :-With- 
out this, and where Mens own Hearts are nor firſt gained to God, 
their aRtings for him are like to be taint, and unſteady. Pray, and 
wait for Light and Guidance from the L ord, and for his help that 
ye may do him ſervice in this marter, Reſolve to be Faithful, 
and that ye will thus lay out your ſelves fgr the Lord: Andbe 
carcful tolay hold on thera y oGcaſſon atthe Lord hath pur 
in your haydstodo him ſervice, in promoting of true Religion. 
Conſider what peace it will yield you in the day of trouble, 
and at Death, thar ye have ſincerely appeared for God and 


Religion. And whar a terror the contrary will bring What a . 


Bleſſing ir may entail on you and your Families: And 
what a Curſe will be on all them who are Enemies or talſe 
Friends to Religion. Alſo that the Work will be done, delive- 
rarice” and eNabtiiment WIN come © the Churen. The Text 
aſſureth vs of that : As alſo do other Scriptures. And if ye be wan- 
ting in-yourStation, and when opportvnity is put in your hands, 
CMordecat bath pronounced what will be the iſſve of it. 
Efth 4.14. For if thou altogether holdef1 thy peace at this time, 
then fball there enlargement, and deliver ance ariſe to the Jews 


from 
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rom another place ; but thou ani thy Father i Homſe ſhalt be Je ' 
firoved And wha knoweth whether thou art come ta_the Kings 
dom for ſuch a time as this, IT have not in this Diſcourſe been 
very particulazin beſpeaking your Care and Zeal for the. things 
controverted among us: Partly,becauſe time doth nat allow to jn- 
fiſt on ſuch-Debates z and partly,becauſe I am confidentthar were 
men cordially for the Advancement of the Lite and Power of 
Religion and unbyaſſedly for Chriſts Kingdom among vs, they 
would readily fall into accord about the things that haye been the. 


